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Item  Description  Price  Tax  Total 
MIDI Keyboard  Alesis Q25 25­Key Keyboard MIDI Controller  $49.00  $0.00  $49.00 
USB Cable  Live Wire USB Cable  5 ft.  $7.99  $0.00  $7.99 




 Final Draft  Final Draft 9 Educational  $129.00  $0.00  $129.00 
External Hard Drive  WD My Passport Ultra 2 TB Portable External Hard Drive  $89.00  $6.54*  $95.54 
Hard Drive Cable  WD Grip Pack for My Passport Ultra 2TB w/ USB 3.0 Cable  $12.99  $0.00  $12.99 
Hard Drive Case  Western Digital My Passport Carrying Case  $6.99  $0.00  $6.99 
Chemistry Book  Chemistry for Dummies  $12.75  $0.77  $13.52 
Chemistry Book  Chemistry II for Dummies  $15.34  $0.56  $15.90 
Chemistry Book  Chemistry Essentials for Dummies  $9.18  $0.92  $10.10 





































































































































































A one-act chemical comedy
By Matthew Gurniak
Matthew Gurniak





DR. NEWT ADAMS, an established chemistry professor
DR. ANN IONA, a young chemistry professor










SCENE 1: THE FIRST MEETING
As lights come up, ADAMS is sitting 
outside PLANCK’s office.  He is 
sitting anxiously and shaking his 
leg.
















Newt.  Like newton, but without the-
IONA
(extending a hand, sincerely)











Yes?  Dr. Planck and I have a meeting this morning at nine to 
talk about-
(suddenly realizing)
Oh!  You must be the professor I’m teaching with this 
semester.  Dr. Planck had said that I would be-
ADAMS
What?  No, no, no, no, no.  Connie must have made a mistake-
PLANCK
(entering from her office)
Dr. Adams!  You know I prefer you address me as Dr. Planck.  
ADAMS
(startled)
Yes.  My apologies.  I’m still getting used to it.
PLANCK
Well, please try to acquaint yourself with the new staffing 
changes. 
(extending her hand to IONA)





Dr. Adams, I’m sure you remember Dr.-
IONA
Yes!  We’ve already had the pleasure of reacquainting. 
PLANCK
Perfect!  Please, come in.
They enter DR. PLANCK’s office.  
DR. PLANCK sits at a large wooden 




So, let’s get straight to it, shall we?  Dr. Adams, Dr. Iona 
is a recent graduate from Columbia University and will be 
joining the faculty this semester as an assistant professor, 
as I am sure you are aware from her visits to our campus last 
semester.
IONA 
Yes, I’m very excited to be here and have the opportunity to 
work with- 
PLANCK
In order to get Dr. Iona more acquainted with the university-
IONA
I taught a bit in graduate school, but I’m thrilled to get 
the chance to-
PLANCK
She will be joining you in teaching your Chemistry 101: 















I always teach by myself-
3.
IONA
Dr. Planck, I just wanted to how grateful I am for this 











Just think of it as a trial period for Dr. Iona so she can 
get acquainted with the university.  I will be checking in 
throughout the semester to see how things are going, but I’m 




Dr. Planck, if Dr. Adams doesn’t want to work together, I-
ADAMS
It’s not that I don’t want to work with you, per say.  I 
don’t want to work with anybody.  I’m used to teaching alone, 





























Dr. Adams, wouldn’t it be nice to show our new faculty  
member that we are a polite and welcoming department since 
you will be working with Dr. Iona for the rest of the 
semester.  Not to mention for the foreseeable future, so long 
as things go smoothly in class. 
ADAMS
Connie-
PLANCK doesn’t respond, but instead 




PLANCK continues to ignore ADAMS, 
but begins getting more annoyed.
5.
ADAMS
You know me.  You know how I work.  I work better alone.  And 
there’s no need to-
PLANCK
(losing her cool)
Dr. Adams, please address me as Dr. Planck!  I know that me 
being your superior may take some getting used to, but we 




I’m sorry, Dr. Adams, this is not up for discussion.  I made 
the decision when I hired Dr. Iona.  She is specifically here 
to start taking over teaching some of the introductory 
chemistry courses and to prepare her for this she will be 
joining you in teaching Chemistry 101 this semester.  If 
things go well, she will take over teaching most if not all 
of the lower-level courses, and you will begin teaching more 













SCENE 2: THE FIRST CLASS
As lights come up, ADAMS is 












Hello, I am your professor, Dr. Adams.  
(trying to make a joke)
Not to be confused with atoms.
ADAMS chuckles to himself.  
Silence.








The joke.  Were you trying to make a reference to something?
ADAMS
(chuckling)
Yes.  My name is Adams and I study atoms.  It’s funny!





My name is Dr. ADAMS.  
STUDENT #1
Yes.  I get that.
ADAMS
ATOMS are smallest form of matter.  You know with electrons 




They’re basis for the entire field of chemistry.
(giving up)
Okay, here.  My name is Dr. Adams!  
(spelling it on the board)
A-D-A-M-S.  Atoms, A-T-O-M-S, are the building blocks of 
matter.







OF EV’RY THING IN NATURE
THEY HAVE ELEMENTAL PROPERTIES
AND SPECIFIC NOMENCLATURE
ADAMS
You know what they say though?
Silence.
ADAMS
Never trust atoms.  They make up everything.
Another silence.  
8.
ADAMS









NOW YOU MUST LEARN
TO UNDERSTAND
IT’S ACTUALLY QUITE FUN
SO JOIN ME ON 
THIS CRAZY RIDE
CHEMISTRY 101




Yes, according to the syllabus there are supposed to be two 








Well, where is she?
ADAMS
That’s a good question.  I have no idea.   I guess she’s late 
on the first day of class.
STUDENT #2
Well, is she going to be teaching us?
9.
ADAMS
I don’t know, but I’ve taught this class plenty of times, I 
don’t need help from another, less experienced professor...  
Anyway, where was I?  Right!  Atoms!  Atoms are-
IONA
(suddenly entering in a 
hurry)
Sorry I’m late!  I couldn’t find the stairs and the elevator 
was so slow.  I had to-
ADAMS
(to IONA)
Dr. Iona!  How nice of you to join us.  I don’t know that we 
needed you, but welcome nevertheless.
(to the class)







Associate, yes.  
(seeing Dr. Adams’ name on 
the board)
Class, I am your professor, 
(writing her name on the 
board)
Dr. Iona.  I am a new professor here and I will be-
ADAMS
Dr. Iona, we don’t have time for-
IONA
(annoyed)
I just wanted to introduce myself, Dr. Adams.  But, what did 
I miss?
ADAMS
We were just about to start Chapter One.
10.
IONA
Shouldn’t we go over the syllabus first.
ADAMS
We are past that.  You would know if you were here on time.
STUDENT #2
(raising hand)








Aren’t you just supposed to give us a syllabus, tell us a 
little bit about the class, then let us leave early?
STUDENT #3
Yeah, this is syllabus week.
STUDENT #1
We’re not supposed to be learning.
ADAMS
Open your books to Chapter One!
(singing)
NOW THE ELEMENTS




SO FOLLOW IF YOU’RE ABLE
THERE IS HYDROGEN AND HELIUM
AND LITHIUM, BERYLLIUM 





THERE IS ALSO NEON, SODIUM, MAGNESIUM
ALUMINUM, AND SILICON AND PHOSPHOROUS




THERE IS ARGON AND POTASSIUM
















(putting on a smile)
Are you going to list the entire periodic table? 
ADAMS
(also putting on a smile)
Are you going to keep interrupting my class?
IONA
(still smiling)
Our class!  And I was just thinking-
ADAMS
(singing)
THERE IS KRYPTON AND RUBIDIUM,
AND STRONTIUM AND YTTRIUM
12.
ZIRCONIUM, NIOBIUM, 
MOLYBDENUM AS WELL 
IONA
(chiming in)
THERE’S TECHNETIUM, RUTHENIUM, 
RHODIUM, PALLADIUM
AND SILVER, AND THERE’S CADMIUM, 





AND BARIUM AND LANTHANUM











Please stop interrupting my class.  I’m trying to teach the 
periodic table of elements.
IONA
(singing)
THERE IS HOLMIUM AND ERBIUM
AND THULIUM, YTTERBIUM,
LUTETIUM, AND HAFNIUM, 
AND TANTALUM AS WELL
ADAMS
THERE IS TUNGSTEN
AND THERE’S RHENIUM, 
AND OSMIUM, IRIDIUM, 
AND PLATINUM, GOLD, MERCURY, 
AND THALLIUM AND LEAD
13.
IONA
THERE IS BISMUTH AND POLONIUM, 
ASTATINE, AND THERE’S RADON, 
AND FRANCIUM AND RADIUM, 
AND THERE’S ACTINIUM
BOTH
THERE’S THORIUM, PROTACTINIUM, 

















THERE IS DUBNIUM, SEABORGIUM























SCENE 3: THE FIRST ELEVATOR








I was being facetious. 
IONA
You were being sarcastic.  If you were being facetious you 
would have said something witty like-
ADAMS
I know what facetious means.
IONA
I’m just saying it wasn’t all that witty.  






I don’t know why you’re so opposed to teaching with me!
ADAMS
It’s not you, I prefer teaching alone.  But now that you 
mention it.  You are a bit loud.
IONA













Yeah, well, I have three strikes on you too!  You sent me to 
the wrong room-
ADAMS
Well, my apologies.  It was by no means intentional.
IONA
And you refuse to respect me as your associate. And... And 
you... 
ADAMS
Well, nevertheless, thank you for interrupting my class this 
morning. 
IONA
OUR CLASS!  And there’s three!  YOU keep interrupting ME!
Beat.
IONA
Look, Dr. Adams, I’m thrilled to be working with you.  I 
really am.  I just don’t understand why you’re making such a 
big deal about teaching together.
ADAMS
Me?  I’m making a big deal out of this?
IONA
Yes!  YOU ARE!  
IONA





-and you have some issue with women-
ADAMS
No, I didn’t say that-
IONA
-or something or teaching with women.  But women are an 
integral part of the educational system and I... I just don’t 
understand why you don’t like me!
ADAMS
I didn’t say I don’t like you!  But fine.  Fine.  I will try 
to be more accepting of our situation if you stay out of my 
way in class.  
IONA
Excuse me?  Dr. Planck said you have a stake in this 
partnership working too so-
The elevator stops.
ADAMS
Well, if this... partnership is going to work, you’re going 
to have to be on time for my class.
He exits the elevator.
IONA
OUR CLASS! AND I WOULD’VE BEEN ON TIME IF YOU HADN’T SENT ME 
TO THE WRONG ROOM!




SCENE 4: THE SECOND MEETING
ADAMS is sitting in PLANCK’s 
office.  PLANCK is standing behind 
her desk fuming.
PLANCK









I thought we were all in agreement at our last meeting?  I 
thought you were going to make this arrangement work.  Is 




Then how did you two end up fighting in front of your class 
this morning?
ADAMS
Well, first of all, she was late to class.
PLANCK
I don’t care.  You’re the senior professor here.  You should 
know better!  You’re thirty-two years old! Stop acting like a 
child!
ADAMS












Dr. Adams, tell me this arrangement is going to work.
ADAMS
Fine, fine, I will make it work.
PLANCK
Good.  I believe Dr. Iona is a promising tenure candidate and 
she is going to make a good addition to the faculty so please 
don’t let your personal problems affect your professional 
relationship with her.  Do I make myself clear?
ADAMS
Yes, yes, but-





Hi, sorry, am I interrupting?
PLANCK
No, no, come in.  Dr. Adams and I were just finishing.
IONA
(entering)
I’m sure you already heard about class this morning and I 
just wanted to apologize for-
PLANCK














Then I’ll see you in class tomorrow, Dr. Adams!
ADAMS
(grumbling)
Yeah, just... just don’t get in my way.
PLANCK
I think what Dr. Adams is trying to say is that he is willing 




Yes, of course, I think there’s always a learning curve with 
new things.  We just have to make sure not to step on each 
other’s toes.  I think we will be just fine-
PLANCK
Perfect.  Dr. Adams?
ADAMS






SCENE 5: THE SECOND CLASS
As lights come up, ADAMS and IONA 
are standing in front of the class.  
ADAMS is lecturing while the class 
stares blankly at him.
ADAMS
(trying to make them laugh)
You know, one time I told a chemistry joke in one of my 
classes.  There was no reaction.
No one laughs, but IONA lets out a 
small snort, but catches herself 
and tries to stifle it.
ADAMS
(chuckling to himself)
Sorry, I’ll just take all my bad jokes and Barium.
No one laughs again, but IONA 




















So today we are talking about phase changes, which are caused 
by the changing strength of intermolecular forces.  
Intermolecular forces are the forces between atoms of a 
substance.  They’re what hold it together.  As you know there 
are three states of matter-







I don’t get intermolecular forces.
ADAMS





Intermolecular forces are the forces between atoms.  They can 
be attractive or repulsive.  The stronger the attractive 
forces the tighter the atoms are held together.  Like in 
solids.  The atoms in a liquid or gas are not held together 




Okay, so moving on...  Intermolecular forces weaken as you go 
from solid to liquid to gas.
23.
Lights dim on ADAMS as he continues 
to teach and lights come up on IONA 





EVEN THOUGH HE’S KIND OF A PAIN
AND EVEN THOUGH HE’S KIND OF INSANE
SOMETHING ABOUT HIM IS NUMBING MY WIT
AND NOW I CAN’T HELP BUT ADMIT
HE’S SO CUTE
THE WAY HE TALKS ABOUT CHEMISTRY
HE’S SO CUTE
AM I THE ONLY ONE WHO FINDS HIM FUNNY?
ADAMS
You know one time I met a hipster ice cube.  He was all like, 
I was water before it was cool.
Naturally, no one laughs, except 
for the bumbling IONA you can’t 






HE MAKES ME START TO BUBBLE INSIDE
HE’S SO CUTE




AS MY TEMPERATURE STARTS TO RISE
RIGHT BEFORE MY VERY EYES 







(stumbling out of her 
daydream)
Yes! Yes, uh, yes! What can I do for you?
ADAMS








WHEN HE TALKS TO ME I START TO MELT
HE’S SO CUTE
A PHASE CHANGE I HAVE NEVER FELT
ADAMS
So as temperature or pressure changes, the intermolecular 
forces between atoms can increase or decrease.  If you look 
at a phase diagram you can see where these changes occur for 




MAKES ME FEEL SOLIDLY SUBLIME
HE’S SO CUTE
WISH I COULD FEEL THIS WAY ALL THE TIME
HE’S SO CUTE 
HE’S SO CUTE
HE’S SO CUTE
THE WAY HE TALKS ABOUT CHEMISTRY
I WISH HE’D TALK THAT WAY TO ME





SCENE 6: THE SECOND ELEVATOR




So class went better today, don’t you think?  Better than the 













I laughed.  
(making a joke)
And I thought all the good chemistry jokes were... gone.
ADAMS looks at her confused.
IONA
I mean Argon.  I thought all the good chemistry jokes Argon.  
He chuckles politely.
IONA









I get it.  Very funny.
Beat.
IONA
Hey, so, um... since we seem to be working together a little 
better, we should probably sit down and really talk.  You 
know, about the lesson plan.
ADAMS
Okay.  When?  Do you want to schedule a meeting?
IONA
Um, well, would you want to get dinner tonight?  Or, uh, it 




Do you want to go to dinner?  
ADAMS




I mean, to talk about the lesson plan, of course.  We still 
have a lot to figure out and-
ADAMS
Oh, uh... yeah, okay.  Where?
IONA
Um, yeah, anywhere you like.
ADAMS
I like Taco Bell.
27.
IONA
Oh, um... I was thinking we could go somewhere a little nicer 








After the doors close, IONA breaks 
back into her daydream.
IONA
(singing)
I CAN’T CONDENSE THE WAY I FEEL
I’M OVERFLOWING WITH LIQUID ZEAL





SCENE 7: THE FIRST DATE
As lights come up, we see ADAMS and 
IONA sitting at a fancy table in a 




Thanks for meeting me here tonight.  I’m so excited.  I have 
a lot of ideas already to help improve the classroom.  I-
ADAMS
I thought we were going to Taco Bell.
IONA
Well, I figured this place would be a little quieter... 
(catching herself)





Hello, welcome to Degree, my name is Kelvin, I will be your 























I don’t think so.
ADAMS




Ma’am, I hate to take sides, but you did say-
IONA
Oh, shut up, Kelvin.  What do you know?
Awkward silence.
IONA
Oh, dear!  I’m so sorry.  Sometimes I just blurt things out 






Uh, I’ll just have some H2O for now.  Thank you.
KELVIN
Okay... And for you, sir?
ADAMS




                                                                                           
ADAMS




H2O2 would kill me.  
KELVIN stares at him blankly.
You know... H2O2... hydrogen peroxide.

















No lemon.  
(to IONA)
I don’t know how say that one all “sciency”.
31.
IONA
No C6H8O7?  Ya know... citric acid...
KELVIN
Ha!  Clever.  
(exiting)
Okay, I’ll be right back with two H2O’s.
ADAMS
No ice.  No lemon!
IONA
I think he’s got it.
ADAMS
I’m just making sure.
Beat.
IONA
So, um... I was thinking about the lesson plan and I think I 
have an idea that would help us so we don’t keep stepping on 
each others’ toes and such, and I-
ADAMS
Can we talk about that after I figure out what I want to eat?
IONA
I mean I was just going to say that maybe what would be best 
would be to take turns teaching.  You know?  Like one of us 
teach one day and the other teach the next day?
ADAMS
I can’t think about that and food at the same time.
IONA
But I thought that was the whole point of us getting dinner? 
To talk.  About the lesson plan.  We just need to make sure 
that we don’t have another incident like the first day of 
class.
ADAMS
I mean, yesterday’s class went pretty well.  Don’t you think?
32.
IONA
Well, yeah, but that’s because-
KELVIN
(entering)





Yeah, that.  No lemon, for the gentleman. 
(beat)
Are you two ready to order?  Or do you need a few minutes.
ADAMS
Do you have tacos?
KELVIN
No, I’m sorry we don’t serve tacos here.
IONA
(to ADAMS)
This isn’t Taco Bell.  
(to Kelvin)
I’m sorry, we’re going to need a few minutes.
KELVIN
(exiting)
Okay, no problem, I’ll be back to check on you shortly.
ADAMS
So what do I want now?  The filet mignon or the lobster tail?
IONA
(slightly annoyed)







Dr. Adams, can we please get back to our discussion though?  
I really think that it would be beneficial for us and for the 




We could choose specific days or topics to that we want to 
teach.  I know that I would really like to talk about 
bonding, I think that-
ADAMS
I don’t know... I’m leaning toward the filet, but I really 
can’t decide.
IONA
Dr. Adams, can you please focus?  I really like you and I 




Nothing.  Sorry, I miss-spoke.  I didn’t mean it like it 
sounded.  I just... um, never mind.  Let’s just order and 




SCENE 8: THE THIRD CLASS
As lights come up, ADAMS and IONA 
are standing in front of the 











Which is a type of bonding that occurs between two-?
IONA
Oppositely charged ions, which are atoms that have lost or 
gained electrons, giving them a charge.
ADAMS
Yes, two oppositely charged ions... 
IONA
One negative, one positive.
ADAMS
Very good, Dr. Iona.
IONA
(trying to be as “funny” as 
she thinks ADAMS is)
Thank you.  I just thought I’d bring some positive energy 
into class this morning.
No one laughs.  ADAMS smirks and 
shakes his head. 
IONA
That did not have the effect I was hoping for...
35.
ADAMS
I was asking the class... 
IONA
My apologies, Dr. Adams...
ADAMS
Yes, well, why don’t we just take turns teaching like you 
suggested?  
IONA





Perfect!  Like how two ions form an ionic bond.  One gives 
electrons and one takes the electrons.











I can’t think with you distracting me.
IONA





Well, my apologies, Dr. Adams.  I’m just trying to be 
professional.
ADAMS
You have been here five minutes!  What do you know about 
being a professional?




You two fight like an old married couple.
ADAMS





Yeah.  I agree.
ADAMS
















Is somebody going to teach us, or not?
IONA
Yes!  Open your books to Chapter 4: Chemical Bonding.
Lights dim on IONA as she begins 
teaching the class.  And lights 





I’VE NEVER FELT THIS KIND OF ATTRACTION
ELECTROSTATIC INTERACTION
WITH YOU
I KNOW THAT OPPOSITES ATTRACT
BUT WHO’D HAVE THOUGHT THAT WE’D REACT
ME AND YOU
IT’S TRUE 









Lights dim on ADAMS and come back 
up on IONA as she starts singing.
IONA
(singing)
I’M AN ANION, I’M NEGATIVE
WITH EXTRA ELECTRONS TO GIVE
TO YOU
I MEAN, LOOK AT ME,I’M POLARIZED













Lights fade back up on ADAMS and 




WE’RE TWO OPPOSITELY CHARGED IONS
IONA




IF I/YOU DONATE MY/YOUR VALENCE ELECTRONS



















SCENE 9: THE THIRD MEETING
As lights come up, ADAMS and IONA 






I don’t know!  I’m sure Dr. Planck will be here any minute.
ADAMS
She said 10:30.  It’s 10:30!
IONA
She’s probably just running late. 
ADAMS




I can’t relax.  She’s going to figure out that we’re 
together. And-
IONA
Wait, what?  Newt-
ADAMS
And now it’s 10:31!
IONA














It’s not against any departmental regulations or 
restrictions.  I checked.  I mean, it may not be completely 
ideal given our situation, but...
Beat.
IONA
Okay, maybe we won’t tell her just yet.  That might not be 





So we’re agreed?  Neither of us will tell her for now.
ADAMS
Neither of us will tell her.
PLANCK
(entering)






I mean, Dr. Planck!
PLANCK




What do you mean “us two”?  We’re not together.  We’re 
separate.  Two separate individuals, two completely separate-
IONA
Newt.  I think she gets it.
PLANCK
Okay...  Why don’t you come in?
ADAMS and IONA enter PLANCK’s 
office and sit opposite her as 
before.
PLANCK
So how are things going between you two?
ADAMS
What do you mean?  There’s nothing between us two.  I already 
told you we are very separate.














Suddenly the phone rings.
42.
PLANCK
Sorry, excuse me for a minute.
PLANCK picks up the phone.
IONA
(whispering)
Newt, you need to calm down.  If you don’t want her to know 
about us, then you need to stop panicking every time she asks 
a question.
ADAM
I know!  I’m sorry.  I don’t know what’s wrong with me.
IONA
Well, pull yourself together.
ADAM
Okay.
PLANCK hangs up the phone.
PLANCK
Sorry about that.  I’m glad to hear things are going well.  I 
was a little skeptical when we first met at the beginning of 
the semester.  I wasn’t sure how the two of you would get 
along.
IONA
We’re getting along quite well now.  We’ve come up with a 




I think it’s definitely minimized problems in the classroom.
PLANCK
Good, I’m glad.  I was... concerned when I heard about the 







Good.  Well, then, if everything is going smoothly, I will 
see the two of you again at the end of the semester to go 




(covering up ADAMS’ 
buffoonery)
Thank you!  We will see you then.




Well, that went well...
ADAMS
Sorry, I really don’t know what is wrong with me.
IONA
It was your idea not to tell her.  
ADAMS
I know, I know. 
IONA
Newt, we’re good, right?
ADAMS
Yeah.  Of course.
IONA
(smiling)






ADAMS turns and starts to panic.
ADAMS
(singing)
“I HATE FALLING IN LOVE”
WHAT IS THIS THING I’M FEELING
OBSESSION WITH WHICH I’M DEALING
I FIND FROM MY OWN FIXATION
A NEW NOVEL REVELATION
I THINK I’M FALLING IN LOVE
MY STOMACH TURNS AND KNOTS
FULL OF BUTTERFLIES, AND I SEE SPOTS
CAN’T SLEEP OR THINK OR EAT OR BREATHE
MY HEART POUNDS, I BEGIN TO SEETHE
AND I START TO REALIZE 
AS MY TEMPERATURE STARTS TO RISE
BEGINNING TO BOIL IN TURMOIL I SURMISE
SOMETHING TERRIBLE AND TRUE
I DO NOT KNOW WHAT TO DO
I THINK I’M FALLING IN LOVE
I HATE FALLING IN LOVE
I HATE FALLING IN LOVE
INSIDE ME CHEMICAL ARE SURGING
NEW EMOTIONS ARE EMERGING
SEROTONIN SPURS IMPULSION
PROMPTS MANIACAL COMPULSION
AND WHILE DOPAMINE MAY PROMPT PLEASURE NOW
IT QUICKLY FADES
BREEDING DISPLEASURE, PAIN, AND ACHES 
FOR ALL MY DAYS
IN SIGHT THERE’S NO CESSATION
TO THIS HORRID SENSATION
OH, I HATE FALLING IN LOVE
I HATE FALLING IN LOVE
I HATE FALLING
I HATE FALLING 
I HATE FALLING IN LOVE 
‘CAUSE IT ONLY LEADS TO HEARTBREAK
45.
AND IT ONLY LEADS TO PAIN
LEAVES YOU CRYING IN THE CORNER 
OR SINGING IN THE RAIN
YOU CAN TO SUPPRESS IT
YOU CAN YOU TRY TO USE YOUR BRAIN
BUT I SWEAR THAT IN THE END
IT WILL DRIVE YOU SO INSANE
OH, I HATE FALLING IN LOVE
I HATE FALLING IN LOVE
OH, I HATE FALLING
OH, I HATE FALLING






SCENE 10: THE THIRD ELEVATOR
As light come up, ADAMS is standing 
in an elevator.  STUDENT #2 is 
standing behind him.  IONA is 










(holding up a fish in an 
large Erlenmeyer flask)
Hey, I got you a new fish!
ADAMS
You got me a fish?
IONA








-You know, ‘cause you said you had one in college that you 





ADAMS takes the fish, looks at it, 
and starts to panic again.
ADAMS
Hey, um... I don’t-  I don’t think we should keep seeing each 
other...
STUDENT #2

































Forgot you were in here...
Another awkward silence.
STUDENT #2
(trying to lighted the 
tension)





Yet another awkward silence.





(bolting out the door)















Why the sudden break up?  Is this about Dr. Planck?  Or-
ADAMS
I- I... just... Don’t think we’re compatible.
IONA
What?  We’re “not compatible”?  What does that even mean?
ADAMS




I don’t know!  I don’t know how to do this?
IONA
(holding back tears)





ADAMS exits the elevator.
IONA
Yeah... me to...  
(singing)
“WE JUST DON’T MIX”







‘CAUSE THE CHEMISTRY BETWEEN US IS GONE
50.
WE JUST DON’T MIX
LIKE OIL AND WATER
WE’RE IMMISCIBLE 
WE’RE SEPARATE
WE DON’T BECOME ONE
WE WERE HYDROPHILIC
BUT NOW WE’RE HYDROPHOBIC
‘CAUSE THE CHEMISTRY BETWEEN US IS GONE
WHAT CROSSED HIS MIND?
WHAT DID HE FIND?
WHAT CAUSED THIS BRIEF EXCHANGE?
IS HE SCARED OR BLIND?
OR DID SOMETHING INSIDE JUST CHANGE?
OR IS IT MY FAULT?
DID I COME ON TOO STRONG?
DID I OVER-SATURATE?
AND ADD TOO MUCH
SOLUTE TO THE SOLVENT
INCREASE MOLARITY
CHANGING SOLUBILITY
WELL, IT DOESN’T TAKE A GENIUS 
TO KNOW THE CHEMISTRY BETWEEN US IS GONE




SCENE 11: THE FOURTH CLASS
As lights come up, ADAMS and IONA 
enter the classroom in an awkward 






An awkward silence as ADAMS and 
IONA set down their things.
Another awkward pause as we wait to 













Maybe they broke up.
STUDENT #3


















It is your day to-
IONA
Yes, I know.  Thank you.
(to the class)
Class, open your books to Chapter Seventeen.  Thermodynamics.
Lights fade on IONA as they come up 
on the STUDENTS. 
STUDENTS
(singing)
“WILL THEY OR WON’T THEY”
IT’S A CLASSIC SITUATION
A CASE OF EQUILIBRIUM
BUT BY CHANGING THE CONDITIONS
I THINK THEY COULD OVERCOME
SO WILL THEY GET TOGETHER?
THEY’VE KEPT US ON OUR TOES
OH, WILL THEY GET TOGETHER
STILL NOBODY KNOWS
STUDENT #2 
ENTHALPY IS A VALUE 
MEASURED QUANTITATIVELY




SO IF THEY’RE FORWARDLY FAVORED?
STUDENT #2
IT MEANS THEY’RE RELEASING HEAT
STUDENT #3




COME ON, I THINK IT’S SWEET
SO IF THEY’RE ENTHALPY IS NEGATIVE?
STUDENT #2
THEIR REACTION WILL PROCEED
STUDENT #1
IF IT’S POSITIVE, HOWEVER
STUDENT #2
IT’S SPONTANEITY THEY NEED
STUDENTS
WILL THEY OR WON’T THEY?
WHAT DOES THEIR ENTHALPY SAY?
WILL THEY OR WON’T THEY?
STUDENT #2
NOW ENTROPY IS A VALUE
MEASURED QUANTITATIVELY
AND TELLS WHETHER A REACTION
BECOMES MORE DISORDERLY
STUDENT #3
SO IF THEY’RE FORWARDLY FAVORED
STUDENT #2
IT MEANS THEY’D BE BREAKING UP
STUDENT #1
HEY, BUT I LIKE THEM TOGETHER
AND I WISH THEY’D MAKE UP
54.
STUDENT #3 
BUT IF THEIR ENTROPY IS POSITIVE
STUDENT #2
THEIR REACTION WILL PROCEED
STUDENT #1
IF IT’S NEGATIVE HOWEVER?
STUDENT #2
THEN THEY’RE IN LUCK, OH YES INDEED
STUDENTS
WILL THEY OR WON’T THEY?
WHAT DOES THEIR ENTROPY SAY?
WILL THEY OR WON’T THEY?
THE FINAL TEST IS 
GIBBS FREE ENERGY
AND TELLS THE REACTION’S 
THERMODYNAMIC FAVORABILITY
WILL THEY OR WON’T THEY?
WHAT DOES THEIR DELTA G SAY?
WILL THEY OR WON’T THEY?
WILL THEY OR
WILL THEY OR




SCENE 12: THE FOURTH MEETING
As lights come up, ADAMS and IONA 
are sitting in PLANCK’s office 
opposite PLANCK as before.
PLANCK













I’m assuming it’s about our performance this semester and 
that you believe things went smoothly.
PLANCK
Well, partially...  I wanted to discuss your class 
evaluations with you.  I found them rather unusual...  I 
never read anything like this before.
ADAMS
Well... maybe that’s because this is your first year as the 







Well, I’m not sure exactly... Here, I’ll read you some so you 
can get a sense of what I mean.  This one immediately caught 
my attention.  Charles Boyle wrote, “I’m not sure how much I 
learned about chemistry, but there’s definitely some 




Yes.  Lawra Hess wrote something similar.  She said, “Dr. 
Iona and Dr. Adams are great for each other, even though 




Then Attie Vanderwaal wrote, “I love chemistry.  It’s my 
favorite class.  I love chemistry just about as much as Dr. 
Iona and Dr. Adams love each other.”  So you see how I might 

















Yes, and there’s technically nothing explicitly wrong with 
that, according to the rules of conduct for this department.
PLANCK
I am aware.  I’m just concerned that your relationship may 
have affected your teaching.
IONA
No! Not at all.
ADAMS
Yeah, if anything it helped.
IONA
Yeah, it actually did.
PLANCK
Well, I’m going to look over these evaluations more myself 
before making a final decision, but from the scores and 
comments from most your students.  They seem to think you’re 










I LOVE CHEMISTRY TOO
BOTH
(singing)
ENOUGH OF ALL THIS GIVE AND TAKE
LET’S GIVE OPPOSING A BREAK
SHOULDN’T WE
LET’S STABILIZE OUR OUTER SHELL
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